




Incorporated by act of Congress 

MA.RINE CORPS LEAGUE 
DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 

18 Jan 2008 

From: Commandant 

To: National Judge Advocate, Marine Corps League 

Subj: Department ByLaws and Administrative Procedures 

Ref: (a) 	 National ByLaws 

Encl (1) 	 Two Copies of our ByLaws and Administrative Pro­
cedures 

(2) Selected Changes/Up-Dates 

1. In accordance with Section 400 of reference (a), Enclosure 
(1) is submitted for your review and approval. 

2. Our review of the existing Department ByLaws and Admin 
istrative Procedures indicated numerous minor and insignificant 
deficiencies, such as incorrect references, titles, format, etc. 
Therefore, rather than list each item as a change, they were 
corrected and will be contained in a new issue of the ByLaws 
and Administrative Procedures. (Enclosure (1». 

3. Some of the more important issues are included in enclosure 
(2). Others, were considered to be pen change type corrections. 

4. The above items were approved by a majority of the delegates 
present and voting at the Annual Convention of the Department of 
Maryland, Marine Corps League, in Ocean City, Maryland on 11 May 
2007. 


Copy to: 

JA, Dept of MD 








Marine Corps League 

Department Bylaws and Administrative Procedures 

Approval 

Changes to the Department Bylaws were presented to the Department of Maryland Convention, 

Marine Corps League, inOC.E;PtJ CITY MD On MA l( I"L , 1A)07 and were 

accepted by that body on f1 At! O/j-=z&Ql J 


Certifl<:~tton 

I'"JPCL, ltVE::l"r./ ,Commandant of the Department of Maryland Marine Corps League. 
Do hereby certify that the changes to the Bylaws, as contained hereafter, were approved by a 
majority of the delegates present and voting at the Department of Maryland Convention in 

O()';AIJ CrtY t'1U on(tjM Iv., l-Q6] '7~~~ 

cocman~nt, Department of Maryland 

Attest: '---' 

Judge Advocate, Department of Maryland MCL 

I, Jim Tuohy, National Judge Advocate, Marine Corps League, Inc. have read and approved the 
following changes to the Bylaws of the Department of Maryland Marine Corps League, Inc. 

" 

/ vUNational Judge Ad 

i 

Date 
0 ate, MCL 
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bonded by the national headquarters in the amount of $ 10,000.00 with a deductible of 
$1,000.00. Any additional bonding coverage desired for detachment officers shall be 
arranged by the detachment at the expense of the Detachment (Article Eight, Section 815 
applies). 

SECTION 550 - ADDITIONAL DETACHMENT - When a Charter is sought for a 
Detachment which is to be located within the limits of any municipality wherein another 
Detachment exists, the written consent of the existing Detachment shall accompany the 
application. Should such existing Detachment disregard a request for consent, or refuse 
consent, the Department Commandant, employing discretion, may approve and 
recommend the granting of such charter. In the event the Department Commandant fails 
to act or refuses approval of the proposed new Detachment, an appeal may be made to the 
National Board of Trustees for its consideration and action. The action of the National 
Board of Trustees shall be conclusive. 

SECTION 555 - CHARTER SUSPENSION, REVOCATION 

(a) The charter of a Detachment may be suspended or revoked for: 

(1) The persistent failure to maintain a minimum of fifteen (15) members in good 
standing; 

(2) The persistent failure to promptly forward funds due to National Headquarters; 

(3) Acts and conduct bringing the Marine Corps League into public disrespect; 

(4) Willful violation of National Bylaws and Administrative Procedures; 

(5) The violation of Federal, State, or Municipal laws or ordinances; 

(6) Other activities detrimental to the good name of the Marine Corps League. 

(b) The suspension or revocation of charters may be consummated by the Department 
Board of Trustees and/or the National Board of Trustees and shall be implemented in 
accordance with the provisions of the National Bylaws and Administrative Procedures in 
a manner considerate of the well being and good name of all concerned. 

(c) When a Detachment Charter is suspended or revoked, the Department Board of 
Trustees shall upon written authorization of the National Commandant, certified by the 
National AdjutantiPaymaster, assume custody of such Detachment's assets and liabilities. 
The Department Board of Trustees shall, within the limits of such assets, satisfy the 
liabilities of the Detachment in question. 
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(d) The Detachment properties and assets will be held by the Department for a 
period of one (1) year or until a new Detachment is formed. Should a new Detachment 
be formed during that period, and the new Detachment retains the old Detachment 
name, ALL properties and assets will be returned. After the one (1) year, the 
properties and assets will revert to the Department. The Charter will be returned to 
National Headquarters and placed in the archives. All assets will then become the 
property of the Department. All ceremonial rifles must be accounted for per issuing 
regulations (Title 10, US Code 2572), either physically or through police/fire reports. 

SECTION 560 - CHARTER VOLUNTARY SURRENDER 

(a) The Charter of a detachment may be voluntarily surrendered for such reasons as 
may be determined by the Detachment Upon a determination that it is no longer 
practical to maintain said, detachment, the Detachment Board of Trustees shall 
immediately notify the Department, in writing of its intent to dissolve and surrender its 
Charter. The Detachment shall then: 

(1) Call a Special Meeting of the detachment by giving written notice of such 
special meeting to all members of the detachment at least fourteen (14) days prior to such 
Special Meeting. Ifthe regular meeting date of the detachment is to be used for the 
Special Meeting, the aforesaid written notice must still be given to all detachment 
members at least fourteen (14) days before the regular meeting date. 

(2) Upon consideration of the voluntary surrender of the detachment charter by the 
detachment, if it shall be determined that the detachment charter shall be voluntarily 
surrendered and there are not a minimum of fifteen (I 5) members of the detachment who 
remain ready, willing, and able to carry on the detachment, then: 

(ru The Detachment shall immediately notify, in writing, the Department, 
of the Detachment's vote to voluntarily surrender its Charter. 

(h) The Detachment shall determine from each member of the 
detachment, where such member desires to be transferred to upon the surrender of the 
Detachment Charter. 

(f) Prepare for each such member the standard application for transfer 
form as set forth in Enclosure Seven of the National Bylaws and Administrative 
Procedures and pursuant to the provisions of Chapter Seven, Section 710 of the National 
Administrative Procedures and shall forward the same to the gaining detachment for such 
action as the gaining detachment shall deem appropriate. 
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uD If a member of the detachment fails to indicate where such member 
desires to be transferred to, or if a "gaining" detachment shall not elect to accept a 
proposed transfer, then and in that event, the member shall be transferred to a "Member­
At-Large" upon the surrendering Detachment submitting a standard transmittal form as 
set forth in Enclosure Six ofthe National Bylaws and Administrative Procedures. 

(~) The Detachment shall, to the extent assets are available, satisfy all 
legitimate liabilities ofthe Detachment prior to voluntary surrender but shall not 
otherwise dissipate any assets of the Detachment other than the normal course of business 
of the Detachment. 

(f) Upon acceptance of the surrender of its Charter, if the Detachment is 
incorporated, the Detachment shall take such action as is deemed appropriate to properly 
dissolve the corporation in accordance with applicable state law. 

(3) No surrender of a Detachment charter shall be deemed effective or 
accepted until all members of the Detachment have been appropriately transferred. 

(~) Upon acceptance of the surrender of the Detachment charter by the 
Department, the Department shall upon written authorization of the National 
Commandant, certified by the National AdjutantiPaymaster, assume custody of such 
Detachment's assets and liabilities. The Board of Trustees of the Department shall, 
within the limits of any assets of the Detachment, satisfy any remaining liabilities. 

(.!2.) After satisfying the legitimate liabilities of the surrendering 
detachment, any detachment properties and assets will be held by the Department for a 
period of one (1) year or until a new detachment is formed during that period. Should a 
new detachment be formed during that period, and the new detachment retains the old 
detachment's name, all properties and assets will be returned to the detachment upon the 
written authorization of the National Commandant, certified by the National 
AdjutantiPaymaster, approving the reactivation of the surrendered charter. After the one 
(I) year period, the properties and assets will revert to the Department and will then 
become the property of the Department. The Department shall return the surrendered 
detachment charter to National Headquarters which charter shall then be placed in the 
archives. 

(£) All ceremonial rifles must be accounted for and disposed of by the 
surrendering detachment as set forth in the issuing agreement and regulations (title 10, 
United States Code, Section 2572), either physically or through police/fire reports of any 
weapon not currently in the detachment's possession. 
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BYLAWS 
ARTICLE SIX 

MEMBERS 

SECTION 600 - MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 

(a) REGULAR MEMBERSmp - Only persons who are serving or who have served 
honorably in the United States Marine Corps, "ON ACTIVE DUTY," for not less than 
ninety (90) days and persons who are serving or who have served in the United States 
Marine Corps Reserve and have earned no less that ninety (90) Reserve Retirement 
Credit Points and U.S. Navy Corpsmen who have trained with Marine FMF Units in 
excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device (clasp) worn on the 
Service Ribbon and those who earn the Warfare Device authorized for FMF Corpsmen 
shall be eligible for regular membership in the Marine Corps League. Additionally, some 
Korean War Era Marines who were ordered to active duty prior to completion of Recruit 
Training or Officers Training and subsequently received an Honorable Discharge prior to 
completion of ninety (90) days active or Reserve duty, shall be deemed eligible for 
Regular Membership. Nothing in Section 600(a) shall be deemed to be retroactive prior 
to August 10, 2002, to affect current Regular Members. 

(1) MEMBER-AT-LARGE (See Section 640). 

(2) LIFE MEMBERS (See Section 645). 

(3) DUAL MEMBERSIDPS (See Section 650). 

(b) ASSOCIATE MEMBER - Those individuals not qualified for regular 
membership in the Marine Corps League who espouse the principles and purposes of the 
Marine Corps League as contained in its Congressional Charter may upon application to 
a Detachment, or to the National Headquarters, be accepted for associate membership in 
the Marine Corps League. Associate members, upon acceptance, will pay dues in the 
same amounts as prescribed for regular members, including initiation fees. A 
membership pin and membership card, indicating "Associate Member" will be issued by 
National Headquarters. The appropriate uniform and cover, including an ornamental 
device and lettering will be designed by the National Uniform Committee. An associate 
member shall be entitled to the rights, privileges, and benefits of a regular member, 
however, such member shall not vote on a membership application, an election of 
officers, or hold an elective office. A Detachment, may by provisions in the By-Laws 
and/or Administrative Procedures allow an associate member to vote on its internal 
affairs provided such vote does not affect a policy of the Marine Corps League. 

(I) Individuals who are serving or have served in other branches of the Anned 
Forces of the United States must have served honorably. 
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(2) Individuals, applying for Associate Membership subsequent to August 11, 
1995, must have reached the statutory minimum age for enlistment into the United States 
Marine Corps or United States Marine Corps Reserve prior to being emolled as an 
Associate Member. 

(3) Member-At-Large (See Article Six, Section 640) 

(4) Life Members (See Article Six, Section 645) 

(c) HONORARY MEMBER - Detachments, the Department, and the National 
Headquarters may, at the discretion of the respective Commandant, issue honorary 
membership to those persons who have been of extraordinary service to the Nation, to the 
community, to the United States Marine Corps, or the Marine Corps League. The 
honorary member will not be entitled to the rights, privileges and benefits available to a 
regular or associate member. A suitable certificate will be issued to honor the occasion. 
Payment of dues or initiation fees is not required; however, such membership will not be 
entitled to the official pUblication of the Marine Corps League, except as may be directed 
by the National Board of Trustees, or by paid subscription. Membership card and 
certificate will be available from National Headquarters. Article 5, Section 540 applies to 
Article 6. 

SECTION 605 - MEMBERSIDP APPLICATION - Any person eligible for 
membership in the Marine Corps League under the provisions of the National Bylaws 
and Administrative Procedures of the Marine Corps League may initiate application for 
membership by completing a standard application form to include the signature, and 
presenting the application and a copy of hislher Marine Corps 00-214 or Discharge 
Certificate, to a sponsoring member of the League with all required dues and fees. 

(a) The standard application form published by the National Headquarters shall 
include the requirement for completion of identifYing information, date, administrative 
data as may be considered appropriate, a signature, and the following printed 
certification: "I hereby certifY that I have served on active duty as a Marine, or as a 
Reserve Marine having earned a minimum of ninety (90) Reserve credit points, that the 
character of my service has been honorable, and if discharged, I am in receipt of an 
honorable discharge or DO 214. By signature on this application, I hereby agree to 
provide proof of honorable discharge/service upon request." General Discharge under 
Honorable Conditions is acceptable. 

(b) The standard application form and accompanying Marine Corps 00-214 or 
Certificate of Discharge, received by a member- sponsor shall be turned in to the 
Detachment 
official designated to receive such applications, along with all dues and fees, as soon as 
practicable, but not later that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Sponsor's 
Detachment. 
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