
  
Department of Maryland MeeƟng 
Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198 

JarreƩsville, MD 
08 February 2025 

Department Minutes 
 

MeeƟng convened at 09:01 AM 

This combined meeƟng of the Marine Corps League Department of Maryland and Auxiliary convened at 
0901 by Commandant Taras Gamma, Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 119. 

Cpl Pete Arnold Commandant Taras Gamma opened the meeƟng with general remarks/ 
announcements. The opening ceremony started with posƟng the colors and the Pledge of Allegiance 
(Sergeant at Arms Rick Andisik), followed by the opening prayer (Chaplain Leonard SƟelper), then the 
reading of the Department preamble (Senior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig). 

Detachment 1198 Commandant Taras Gamma then introduced Department Commandant Tony Rust 
who assumed the gavel at 09:04 AM. 

Commandant Tony Rust opened the meeƟng thanking Commandant Gamma and the Cpl Pete Arnold 
Detachment for their hospitality, stellar job and great facility. Due to impeding weather, he 
recommended the presenters to be brief and to have the MeeƟng concluded, including the Growl, by 
1200-1230 to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all members. He also recommended submiƫng all 
briefs to the Department Adjutant Omar Jabr to save some trees and printers and avoid reading 
wingding font. Then he declared the joint meeƟng between the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary is open for official business. 

No guests were present. 

He encouraged members to pass the word to get more parƟcipaƟon and invite guest speakers to open 
their eyes and let them see what we do and pass the word to the outside. 

NaƟonal Officers present were recognized including, Craig Reeling, (Assistant NaƟonale Vice 
Commandant, Mideast Division, NaƟonal Uniform CommiƩee and NaƟonal Training & Leadership 
CommiƩee). All other NaƟonal Officers were recognized. 

NaƟonal Marine of the Year 2012 Jack Severn was recognized. 

NaƟonal Associate of the Year 2023 Alison Noger was recognized. 

Assistant NaƟonal Chaplain Leonard SƟelper was recognized. 

NaƟonal Color Guard Rick Andisik was recognized. 

NaƟonal Photographers Alison Noger and Mario Meaux were recognized. 

NaƟonal Auxiliary Officers – None Present 

Marine Corps League 
Department of Maryland 



Past Department Commandants present were recognized including Jack Severn, Craig Reeling, Evelyn 
Graham, Stuart Blair, Earl Ruff, Howard Koontz and Joe Fay. 

Department Marines of the Year were introduced and recognized. 

Department Associates of the Year were introduced and recognized. 

Kennel Officers present were recognized including HCDD Jack Severn (4th Honorary Chief Devil Dog), 
PDD Ben Wells (Kennel ExecuƟve Director), PDD Howard Koontz (Kennel Veterinarian), PDD Leonard 
SƟelper (Deputy Kennel Dog Trainer), PDD Tony Rust (Deputy Kennel Mad Dog), PDD Rober Lee III 
(Deputy Kennel Lucky Dog), PDD Glen Tabler (Deputy Kennel Lucky Dog) and PDD Omar Jabr (Vice Chief 
Devil Dog – Mideast Division). 

Past Department Auxiliary President May Fay was recognized. 

AcƟng Department Auxiliary President Jeannie Lee – No Report 

Commandant Tony Rust requested support and ideas from the Department Auxiliary during the 
Department ConvenƟon and to get with Senior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig for ideas. 

No business to discuss between the Marine Corps League and the Marine Corps League Auxiliary. 

Commandant Tony Rust adjourned the joint meeƟng and called for a 5-minute recess, 09:11 AM 

MeeƟng reconvened at 09:16 AM 

Department Commandant Tony Rust opened the meeƟng with “We will dispense with the standard roll 
call to expedite the meeƟng. Officers will be marked present when they give their verbal report.” 

Roll Call of Detachments: 
 A quorum was present. 

Adjutant Report: Adjutant Omar Jabr moved to accept the minutes of the previous meeƟng as 
published/posted and available on the Department website. MoƟon to Accept Burt Helmka, seconded 
by Jeff RobineƩe. No discussion. MoƟon passed. 
 
Correspondence: None. 
 
Paymaster’s Report: Paymaster Anna Laurie Blair present and reported. MoƟon to accept Jeff 
RobineƩe, seconded by Bobby Lee. No discussion. MoƟon passed. 
 
Chaplain: Honors for those who reported to the Supreme Commandant since the last meeƟng: 

 Harry Carroll, BalƟmore Detachment 565 
 James W. Sandoz, BalƟmore Detachment 565 
 Evart Sarapik, BalƟmore Detachment 565 
 Phillip T. Schwarzenberg, Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 Eugene Francis Punte, Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 Christopher Kalwa, Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 Rachel Draper, AnƟetam Detachment 113 
 Robert Newman, LCpl Robert W. Deane Detachment 770 
 Halsey W. Smith, Jr., Sgt Jack HeƩchen Detachment 1428 
 Stanley R. Browsky, SSgt Karl G. Taylor Detachment 1084 

 
Chaplain Leonard SƟelper draped the charter in their honor and provided prayers. 



Reports of Marines Sick or In Distress:  

 Craig Reeling, Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198, sick and distress. 
 Mark Kresel, Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198, moved to York, PA for rehab facility. 

 
Officers’ Reports: 

Commandant Tony Rust: Present and reported. Report aƩached. 
 StarƟng meeƟng for the convenƟon via Zoom. 
 Zoom informaƟon will be passed down to Department Officers and District Vices to host meeƟngs. 
 Issues with closing Detachments because we can’t find individuals. Based on Bob Borka, 

COO/HQMCL, the Department Commandant can sign for them. 
 Based on this informaƟon, two detachments are moving over to Marines at Large  
 The third one will be moving to Marines at Large shortly. 

Senior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig: Present and reported. Report aƩached. 
 Geƫng things squared away with the hotel for the upcoming convenƟon. 
 For the Devil Dogs, the pool will be available 1300-1400 on Friday 9 May. 
 There is a minimum of $500 for the bar to be set up. The bar is set up for Saturday night only 

unless the members want the bar to be set up for Friday night as well. If we don’t purchase $500 
worth of drinks, the Department will pay the difference plus gratuity. 

 The Department Commandant recommended seƫng Karaoke in the hospitality room and avoid 
the big room. 

 A drink can’t be taken to a public area. 
 Banquet is informal and it is a Luau style and it’s $60 per person. Hawaiian shirt, no shorts or 

casual. 
 Room Prices – Deadline date for hotel reservaƟons is 8 April 2025. 

o City View – Thursday $84 and Friday/Saturday $173 
o ParƟal View – Thursday $94 and Friday/Saturday $183 
o Full View – Thursday $115 and Friday/Saturday $225 

 Detachments do get their raffle Ɵckets aŌer giving their reports. 

Junior Vice Commandant Pat Sharkey: Present and reported. Report aƩached. 

Judge Advocate Crist Burns: Present and reported. Report aƩached. 
 Department bylaws sent to NaƟonal for approval. 
 Once approved and signed by NaƟonal, they will be posted to Department website. 
 If you see something you don’t agree with, then submit a bylaw change. 

Junior Past Commandant Joe Fay: Present and reported. Thanked the members for the cards and best 
wishes to his wife Mary Fay for the passing of her mother. Report aƩached.  

Adjutant Omar Jabr: Present and reported verbally. 
 Requested Department Commandants to send a list of Associates showing who served in the 

military and who didn’t. 
 All Detachments Reports to be submiƩed a week prior to the Department meeƟng and 

convenƟon. 

Paymaster Anna Laurie Blair: Present and reported. No report. 

 If you submit a transmiƩal for a new member, please send the paymaster a copy of the transmiƩal 
as well. 



Sergeant at Arms Rick Andisik: Present and reported 47 members on deck.  

Chaplain Leonard SƟelper: Present and reported. No report. 
 Do not forget to send NoƟce of Death (NoD) to the Department Chaplain. 
 Detachment Chaplain sends the NoD to Detachment Paymaster who sends it to the Department 

Chaplain. 
 Only 4 detachments have corrected their roster. 

Chief of Staff and Historian: Jack Severn stepped down as the Department Chief of Staff and Historian. 
Commandant Tony Rust is looking for a replacement. If interested, please see him. 

Public InformaƟon Jeff RobineƩe: Present and reported. No report. 
 Pistol match is postponed. Hope to have one by next Fall or Spring. 
 Woodford Reserve Bourbon 700 ml raffle to support Americas Vet Dogs. They train dogs for 

disabled Veterans. If a Veteran gets a dog, he/she gets it for the life of the dog. 
 The Ɵckets are $5.00 a Ɵcket and the raffle is for a great cause. 
 Woodford Reserve is a sponsor of the Kentucky Derby. 

Photographer Mario Meaux: Present and reported. The Pictures will be uploaded to the website. No 
report. 

Web Sergeant Mike Hadley: Excused, no report. The Commandant reported that the website is behind 
and needs some work. Any updates to the websites need to go through the Commandant and the 
Adjutant. 

Compliance Officer Rose Mary Beall: Present via Zoom and reported. Report is aƩached. 
 
CommiƩee Reports:  

LegislaƟve: Garry Roundtree, present and reported verbally. Usual business. 

Perry Point: Kevin Obrian, excused, no report. 

Loch Raven: Marian James, excused, no report.  

CharloƩe Hall: Greg Ashley, excused, no report. 

Young Marines: Ray Sturm, excused, no report. 

VAVS: Gary Roundtree, present and reported verbally. Regular meeƟngs occur on the third Tuesday or 
Wednesday of the month. Susan Currens (spellimg?) is no longer the manager for the volunteer services. 
Ms. Kaitledge (spelling?) is taking over this posiƟon.  

VSO: Gary Roundtree, preset and reported verbally. MeeƟng with new veterans to file claims and 
perform high level review (Monthly occurrence). 

NewsleƩer: Vacant 

License Plate: Craig Reeling, present and reported verbally. 
 The price went up from $25.00 to $30.00 
 The DMV changed the form. Craig will up the form. 

Toys For Tots: Marian James, excused. Report aƩached. 

Chapel of Four Chaplains: Howard Koontz, present, no report. 

Eagle Scout: Stuart Blair, present and reported. Report aƩached. 



Leadership College: Craig Reeling, present and reported verbally. He would like to start another course. 

Uniform: Craig Reeling, present, no report. 

Social Media: Crist Burns, present and reported. Report aƩached. Social media is sƟll running. 

Marines For Life: Ray Sturm/Jerry George, excused, no report. 

Fallen Marines Program: George Hammerbacher III, present, reported verbally. 
 Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment presented the flag and tabs for a fallen Marine from Free State 

Detachment. 
 If a Detachment wants to start a Fallen Marine Program, please see George. 
 If interested in helping/assisƟng, please see Geroge. 
 Uniform changes are coming. Not official yet but if you are part of the detail, then the uniform is 

the undressed uniform and if you are the speaker, then the uniform is a red blazer.  

Marine AviaƟon Det., NAS Pax River: Pat Wyman, excused, no report. 

Marine Corps Det., Ft. Meade: Gary Roundtree, present, reported verbally. Nothing to report currently 
unƟl the appreciate day around October Ɵmeframe. Working with Veterans around Ft. Meade area. 

RecruiƟng StaƟon BalƟmore: Vacant 

CBRNE Indian Head Liaison: Vacant 

Bravo Co. 4th LAR Fort Detrick: Vacant 

4th CEB BalƟmore: Tony Jackson, excused, no report. 

MODD Maryland Pack Leader: Pat Sharkey, present, reported verbally. 
 Growl starts aŌer Department meeƟng around. 
 Pups to meet with Mad Dog PDD Joe Fay 15 minutes prior to start of the Growl. 
 Meet aŌer the meeƟng to go over the Dog of the Year nominaƟons. 

Marine of the Year Society (MOY): Omar Jabr, present, reported verbally. 
 Meet aŌer the meeƟng to go over the MOY nominaƟon submissions. 

Associate of the Year Society (AOY): Anna Laurie Blair, present and reported. 
 Meet aŌer the meeƟng to go over the AOY nominaƟon submissions. 

Maryland Veterans Commission: Stuart Blair, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

MCL FoundaƟon: Jerry Devlin, excused, no report. 

Joint Veterans Commission (JVC): Tony Rust, present, reported verbally. 
 Earl Ruff is the CommiƩee Lead for the Banquet in April at the Balimore Firehouse. 

Department ConvenƟon: Rob Heilig, present, reported verbally. No addiƟonal informaƟon. 
 
Detachment Reports: 

Anne Arundel (1049): Commandant Burt Helmka, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

AnƟetam (113): Commandant Chuck MarƟn, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

BalƟmore (565): PDC Earl Ruff, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

CPL Pete Arnold (1198): Judge Advocate Crist Burns, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

Jason D. Mileo (1147): Not present, no report. 



Free State (544): Not present, no report. 

GarreƩ County (1234): Senior Vice Commandant Rob Heilig, preset and reported. Report aƩached. 
AddiƟonal note, I am in charge of the Honot Guard at the American Legion and they are mustering at 
1100 today to bury a 100 year-old door gunner veteran. 

LCpl Gregory S. Copenhaver (1098): Not present, no report.  

LCpl Robert W. Deane (770): Commandant Bobby Lee, present and reported, Report aƩached. 

Maryland Marines (1371): Craig Reeling, present, no report. 

Patuxent River (1305): Department Adjutant Omar Jabr, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

Peacekeepers (1492): Commandant Richard Pounsberry, present. Report AƩached.  

Sgt Jack HeƩchen (1428): Commandant Wayne Miller present and reported, report aƩached. Need to 
verify Incorporated status and 990 filing. 

Jason D. Mileo (1147): Not present, no report. 

SSgt Walter ‘Trae’ Cohee III (115): Commandant Roger MarƟnson, present are reported. Report 
aƩached. 

SSgt Karl G. Taylor (1084): Commandant Bill Swain, present and reported. No report. 

Carroll County (896): No representaƟves. 

Choptank (439): No representaƟves. 

Mountainside Marines (1071): No representaƟves. 

Shangri-La (118): No representaƟves. 
 
District Vice Commandants: 

District 1: Vice Commandant Larry Jackson, present. Report aƩached. 

District 2: Vice Commandant Earl Ruff, present and reported. Report aƩached.  

District 3: Vice Commandant Omar Jabr, present and reported. Report aƩached. 

District 4: Vice Commandant Paul Gunther, not present. Provided the following via email. 
 Been having breakfast with Deane and HeƩchen members.   
 HeƩchen Det and Meatball pound lost Halsey Smith, CelebraƟon of life 22 March 2025 at the 

Sandy Spring volunteer fire house in Sandy Spring, MD 11 to 2pm. 

District 5: Vice Commandant Jeff RobineƩe, present and reported. Report aƩached.  
 
Special CommiƩees: None 
 
Unfinished Business: None 
 
New Business: Around April Ɵmeframe, members from the Department travel to Parris Island, SC and 
sponsor soon to be Marines during Family Day and GraduaƟons. The members usually pay for their 
lunches. A moƟon was brought to the floor by George Hammerbacher III and seconded by Jeff 
RobineƩe asking the Department to pay up to $200 towards lunches for the soon to become Marines. 



Discussion: Ben Wells, recommended to pass the hat in this situaƟon and reject the moƟon. The original 
moƟon was not carried, and the hat was passed. Bible is closed at this moment. Bible is open. 
 
NOTE: Unlike a Detachment who raises money, the Department does not. So, any money the 
Department has is what they got from the Detachments. If you request money from the Department 
and they give it to you, now you have to figure out how to replace that money back into the 
Department. The Department is not a money maker like the Detachment. 
 
Gary Roundtree thanked the Commandant for poinƟng him to the Maryland Joint Veterans CommiƩee. 
 
Good of the League: 

 The VA is switching the login to either LOGIN.GOV or ID.me. 
 Bill Swain SSgt Taylor is hiring a bus to visit the Marine Corps Museum on 17 or 18 March and 

want to extend the visit to all Detachments. 
 Craig Reeling asked if the Department invited all the proper parƟes to the Department such as VA, 

CharloƩe Hall, NaƟonal Officers, etc. 
 
Announcements: 

 Harry HiersteƩer, $373 was collected for Parris Island, SC lunches for soon to be Maries. 10 
Members will be travelling to Parris Island, SC in April. It’s a rewarding experience. 

 John Knopp, VFW Post 8672 commander, announced that VFW state has directed us that they are 
geƫng away with Veteran Service Office (VSO) posiƟon for each post. There is a law suit involved. 
Therefore, the state has directed us that they will officially be changing that posiƟon and 
recommended that all individuals seeking benefits go to their cerƟfied VSO at either the MVA or K 
Street. 

 George Hammerbacher III, selling lapel pins that he designed for celebraƟng the 250th Birthday of 
the Marine Corps. It’s $10 and all proceeds go to his Detachment. 

 February 27 – March 01, 2025: NaƟonal Midwinter Conference – Arlington, VA (Sheraton 
Pentagon City). 

 May 09 – 11, 2025: Department ConvenƟon – Ocean City, MD. 
 Less formality at the banquet. Hawaiian shirt or casual and no shorts. 
 ConvenƟon Guest speaker is Col Javier Garcia. 

 
Next Department meeƟng is 09 May 2025, Department ConvenƟon, Ocean City, MD. 
 
The MeeƟng adjourned at 10:49 AM 
 
 
Respecƞully SubmiƩed, 
 
Omar Jabr 
Department Adjutant 
Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 

























































 
District 3 Vice Commandant Report 

Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 

Host: Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment 1198, Jarrettsville, MD 
Date: 08 February 2025 

 
Greetings All… 
 
Patuxent River Detachment 1305 membership are dwelling with 66 members (58 Regular, 7 
Associates and 1 Honorary).  The count includes 40 Life Regular Members and 3 Life Associate 
Members. 

Detachment 1305 held Toys for Tots Annual Campaign November-December 2024.  

Detachment 1305 held officers’ nominations and elections on 04 February 2025. 

Detachment 1305 held their Installation of Officers on 04 March 2025. 
 
Free State Detachment 544 Did not hold any meetings. Discussing the future of the 
Detachment with Commandant Tony Rust. 
 
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home (CHVH) currently has 19 Marines (19 Males, 0 Females). 

CHVH is continuing operations. 
 
District 3 Vice Commandant Events Participation 

Attended Patuxent River Detachment 1305 Meetings. 

Attended Pounds 204, 333, 344 and 40 Growls. 

Participated in Detachment 1305 Toys for Tots Annual Campaign November-December 2024. 

Participated in Pax River Detachment 1305 Veterans Day Parade Color Guard and Wreath 
Laying Ceremony on 11 November 2023. 

Attended MODD Jr. Vice Chief Devil Dog Meeting. 

Attended Joint Veterans Committee Meetings. 
 
Upcoming Events 

04 March 2025 – Patuxent River Detachment 1305 Installation of Officers. 

March 205 – Charlotte Hall Veterans Home Winter Cookout. 
 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Omar I. Jabr 
District 3 Vice Commandant 
Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 
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