
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
Department of Maryland                       INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

 
 

Department Meeting 
9/09/2023 

Minutes 
 
This joint meeting of the Department of Maryland, Marine Corps League and Auxiliary was 
convened at 09:00 by Jack Severn, representing the Maryland Marines Detachment. Opening 
ceremonies including the Pledge of Allegiance (Sgt at Arms Rich La Porta), the opening prayer 
(Chaplin Stielper), and a reading of the Department preamble (Senior Vice Commandant Rust).  

Commandant Joe Fay then assumed the gavel. 

Special Guests were introduced Department of North Carolina Kennel Lucky Dog Reggie Sawyer, 
Department of North Carolina Kevin Ashton, Jackie Giblin from American Income Life Insurance.  

National Officers, Marines of the Year, Department Marines of the Year, Kennel Officers, and 
National Auxiliary Officers were recognized.   

Department Auxiliary President Mary Fay was recognized.  

Department Judge Advocate Pat Sharkey read a statement for the record (attached) regarding a 
grievance stemming from an incident at the Convention  and yielded the floor to Marine Stuart 
Blair, who issued an apology to the Department referencing said incident. Commandant Joe Fay 
pronounced the grievance closed. 

The Joint meeting was adjourned and the Department recessed for five minutes while Auxiliary 
withdrew. 

The meeting was reopened for business.  

Roll Call of Officers was dispensed with, with attendance taken as the reports were made.  

Roll Call of Detachments was made with the following Detachments present: Ann Arundel 
(1049), Antietam (113), Baltimore (565), CPL Pete Arnold (1198), Free State (544), Garrett 
County (1234), L/Cpl Robert W. Deane (770), Maryland Marines (1371), Patuxent River (1305), 
Peacekeepers (1492), Sgt Jack Hettchen (1428), SSgt Walter “Trae” Cohee III (115),  

A quorum was present.  

Minutes and reports from the Convention were posted and are available on the Department 
website. An error was noted in the previous meeting in that John Crist received the Jimmie Lee 
Howard Award not Crist Burns. 

Correspondence: None 

Paymaster’s Report: Paymaster Laurie Blair present and reporting (attached). Motion to 
accept, Wayne Miller, second George Hammerbacher III, passed.  



Honors for those who reported to the Supreme Commandant since the last meeting. Chaplain 
Stielper present and reporting three deceased since the Department convention May 2023.   

Reports of Marines Sick or In Distress:  

Alesa Miller (Wayne Miller’s Spouse) had surgery and recovering. 

PDP Cindy Wolfe fell, broke hip and is recovering. 

Rose Mary Koontz had surgery, doing well, and in attendance. 

Tim Shepherd had a heart attack, surgery, doing well, and in attendance. 

Don Benson had surgery, doing well, and in attendance. 

Pat Sharkey had surgery, doing well, and in attendance. 

Mary Retort-George (Jerry George’s Spouse) has COVID and is recovering.  

Officers’ Reports 

Commandant Fay: present and reporting, attached. Reiterated email scam warning. Stressed 
the importance of keeping the Detachments up to date with IRS 990N, MD Form 1, ROI’s, as 
well as submitting the proper paperwork to show that the Detachment is a non-profit 
charitable organization in Maryland. Looking for a Department Compliance Officer.      

Senior Vice Commandant Rust: present and reporting, attached. Fund Raising: Pens ($10) and 
Thumb Drive ($5) Question from the floor re: coins. There are 2.. the 100th Anniversary coin 
from National and the 100th Anniversary coin the Oklahoma Sooner Detachment designed. 
Robert Lee is raffling a OKC Sooner 100th Anniversary coin during the business meeting. 

Has thumb drives from the Convention perhaps to be used as a Welcome aboard for new 
members. Has extra pens from the Convention to sell for fundraising at $10 ea. 

Kevin Ashton from Dept of NC: donated 3 table covers with Department logo.  

Junior Vice Commandant Heilig: present and reporting, attached. Membership is on the rise 
but Detachments need to recruit. 

Judge Advocate Sharkey: present, and reporting. Bylaw and Admin Procedures updates 
underway. Need recommendations by next quarterly meeting (deadline for submissions is 11 
January 2024).  

Junior Past Commandant Koontz: present, no report. 

Adjutant George: present on Zoom and reporting.  Commandant Fay requested that reports 
from this meeting be sent to adjutant-paymaster@mcl544.org.  

 Need: 

o Jr. Vice (Heilig) 

o Charlotte Hall (Jabr) 

o Young Marines (Jabr) 

o MD Veterans Commission (Blair) 



o Eagle Scouts (Blair) 

o Detachments 

 Baltimore 

 Garret County 

 Dean 

 Hetchen 

Paymaster Blair: present and reporting. Remember: detachments should cut only one check for 
both Department and National funds and submit a single transmittal.  

Sergeant at Arms LaPorta present and reporting 54 members in attendance.  (Adjutant’s note:  
2 members present on Zoom)  

Chaplain Stielper: Present and reporting: needs Detachments to scrub and update roster. Once 
complete, email the chaplain that you have performed this function. Send / re—send NODs.  

Commandant Fay: Clean up rosters.   

Chief of Staff and Historian Jack Severn: present, no report.  

Public Information Jeff Robinette: present and no report. 

Photographer Doc. Gunther: present, no report. 

Web Sergeant Hadley excused, no report. 

Committee Reports 

Legislative: Judge Devlin present and reporting.  The General Assembly adjourned in April and 
will resume in January.  Should have pre-filed bills by next meeting.  

Perry Point, no report. Excused, no report. 

Loch Raven / Toys for Tots: Marine James excused, no report. 

Charlotte Hall: Marine Jabr reporting for Marine Greg Ashley. Attached.  

Young Marines: Marine Jabr present and reporting for Regimental Commander Rob Willis. 
Department YM liaison Marine Sturm nothing to add.  Attached. 

Newsletter: vacant, no report. 

License Plates: PDC Craig Reeling, not present, no report 

Chapel of Four Chaplains: PDC Koontz present and requesting applications.  

MD Veterans Commission and Eagle Scouts: PDC Blair present and reporting. Both reports 
attached.  

Uniform Committee: No report.  

Social Media Marine Burns present and reporting. Attached 

M4L: Marine Sturm not present, no report. Presentation at National. 



Fallen Marine Program and Color Guard/Honor Guard Committee : Marine Hammerbacher 
present and reporting. Revamped Fallen Marine Program. Department Commandant will send 
out template for Detachments.  

Pax River Liaison: present, Commandant Fay reporting a NAS Patuxent River Marine Aviation 
Detachment Birthday Ball will be on 2 November at the Hollywood VFD, Hollywood, MD 20636. 

VAVS / VSO / Ft Meade: Marine Roundtree, not present no report. 

RSS Baltimore, Indian Head, 4th LAR BN: (vacant).  

4th Combat Engineers Liaison: Harry Hierstetter reporting that Baltimore Detachment is 
working with 4th Combat Engineers and recently went to a family day. 

Merlyn Pack: Pack Leader Rust reporting that there will be a growl after the meeting today. 
<Woof woof>. 74,000 big bones donated this year at National. (Again: <woof, woof>.) 

Marine of the Year: Sr. Vice Rust reporting that nominations will be accepted in accordance 
with the bylaws.  

Convention: Sr. Vice Rust reporting dates May 9-11, 2024 and room prices. Same rates as this 
year. Email coming with all the details.  

Associate of the Year Society: Associate Beale present, no report. Commandant Fay called 
upon Detachments to forward nominations.  

MCL Foundation: Judge Devlin reporting, Foundation needs money. They have issued a call for 
each detachment to donate $100. Info: gerarddevlin@aol.com 

Joint Veterans Commission: Commandant Fay reporting that meetings start this month, 3rd 
Wed at 19:00.  

Detachment Reports (*Recruiting Award) 

Ann Arundel (1049): Commandant Helmka present and reporting, attached.* 

Antietam (113): Commandant Mangum present and reporting, attached.* 

Baltimore (565): PDC Earl Ruff present and reporting, attached. 

Carroll County (896): charter turned in 6 September 2023. 

CPL Pete Arnold (1198): Commandant Stielper present and reporting (attached). 

Jason D. Mileo (1147): not present, no report.  

Free State (544): Commandant Devlin present and reporting verbally.  

Garrett County (1234): Commandant Heilig present and reporting, attached.* 

L/Cpl Gregory S. Copenhaver (1098): not present, no report. 

L/Cpl Robert W. Deane (770): Commandant present and reporting, attached.* 

Maryland Marines (1371): Marine Stuart Blair present, no report.  

Mountainside Marines (1071): not present, no report. 



Patuxent River (1305): District 3 Vice Commandant Omar Jabr present and reporting, no report 
submitted.  

Peacekeepers (1492): Jr. Vice Pat Sharkey present, report attached. 

Sgt Jack Hettchen (1428): present and reporting*  

Jason D. Mileo (1147): not present, no report 

Shangri-La (118): not present, no report 

SSgt Walter “Trae” Cohee III (115): Commandant Larry Jackson present on Zoom and reporting, 
attached. 

SSgt Karl G. Taylor (1084): not present, no report. 

 

District Vice Commandants 

District 1: Vice Commandant Jackson present on Zoom, attached. 

District 2: Vice Commandant Ruff present and reporting, attached . 

District 3: Vice Commandant Jabr present and reporting verbally. 

District 4: Vice Commandant Gunther present and reporting, attached. 

District 5: Vice Commandant Jeff Robinette, present and reporting, report attached.   

Reported additionally on the details of the escort through Maryland of the remains of 
Marine Sean Wiley. (Adjutant’s note: https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/fallen-us-marine-
sean-wiley-to-be-escorted-home-by-a-motorcade-plans-to-stop-in-binghamton-several-
states/ar-AA1elveu) 

Special Committees: none 

Unfinished Business: 

New Business:  None. 

Good of the League and Announcments. 

• Oldest Montford Point Marine laid to rest this past week in North Carolina.  

• Marine Blair plugged the Irreverent Veterans’ Silkie Hike on 11/4. 

• Marine Wells talked about his recent tour of the WWI battlefields in Europe through 
MCL partner Military Historical Tours.    

• 10/7 CPL Pete Arnold Bull and Shrimp Roast at Jarrettsville VFW. 

• Patuxent River Detachment will host a Marine Corps Birthday Celebration at the VFW 
Post 2632 in California, MD November 10th 

• Marine Hierstetter and Blair going to PISC in October and trying to set up an April visit. 

• Lunch at 1130 with the Growl at 12:30. 



• Commandant Fay awarded Associate Member Jeff Robinette with the Distinguished 
Service Award (Silver) for his work on Marine Sean Wiley’s escort home 

• Vice Commandant Rust re: Gold Star Memorial has been approved and will be built in 
Leonardtown, Maryland. It will be a three-to-five-year project with other renovations 
going on.  

• Marine Rick Andisik from the Cpl Pete Arnold Detachment assisted the National Color 
Guard at the National Convention and will be working with them in the future.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

• November 4 Department meeting hosted by the Antietam Detachment. More 
information coming. 

• February / March, hosted by Sgt Jack Hettchen detachment. More information coming.  

• National Mid-Winter Conference February 22-24 at the Sheraton Pentagon City, 900 
South Orme St. Arlington, VA 22204.    

• Department of Maryland Convention May 9-11, 2024 at the Grand Hotel & Spa, Ocean 
City, Maryland.  

• Mideast—WV, more info to follow. 

• National Convention August 12-16, 2024 at the Westin Rancho Mirage Golf Resort & Spa, 
Rancho Mirage, CA. 

 

Closing Ceremonies held and the meeting adjourned at 10:15AM. The next meeting is hosted 
by the Antietam Detachment 4 November 2023 at the Morris Frock American Legion Post 42, 
Hagerstwon, MD. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gerald George, Adjutant 



STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD 

My name is Patrick Sharkey and I am the Department of Maryland Judge 
Advocate.  

Today is September 9, 2023. This statement is being read into the record at the 
joint opening session of the fall mee�ng of the Department of Maryland and the 
Department of Maryland Auxiliary.  

The Department of Maryland held its annual conven�on from 11 to 13 May of this 
year. The lobby of the Grand Hotel and Spa was excep�onally busy as Marines and 
their guests checked in.  

Marine Stuart Blair was having a conversa�on with another Marine when Stuart’s 
wife and Associate Member, Bernadine Blair, approached him and said the 
recep�on desk was available. Without provoca�on, he began yelling at the top of 
his lungs, “I’m talking to someone. I’ll talk to you later” or words to that effect.  

The incident was witnessed by members of the public and numerous Marines, 
three of whom wrote writen statements describing what they saw and the 
embarrassment it caused the Marine Corps League. 

A formal grievance was filed against Marine Blair in accordance with our Na�onal 
Administra�ve Procedures alleging three viola�ons of his Oath of Membership.  

In consulta�on with the Na�onal Judge Advocate, the Department Commandant 
held the disciplinary board in abeyance as a nego�ated setlement between 
Marine Blair and the aggrieved par�es was conducted.  

A setlement was reached where Marine Blair would send a leter of apology to 
the staff of the Grand Hotel and publicly apologize to the members of the 
Department of Maryland for his ac�ons.  

The disciplinary board remains in abeyance un�l those condi�ons are met. 

At this �me, Sir Commandant, I would like to yield the floor to Marine Stuart Blair.  



9 September 2023 
 

Marine Corps League  
Department of Maryland 
 
To all Marine Corps League Members and Colleagues, 
 
I apologize for my inappropriate conduct 11 May 2023 in the lobby of the 
Grand Hotel while checking in for our annual Department convention. I know 
it was disruptive and insensitive, and I caused embarrassment to the League 
members present. I should point out that these members have been friends 
for years and I know this decision was not easy. I hope this incident does not 
mar that friendship.  
 
I realize that my words and actions were wrong and I regret that I let my 
anger get out of hand and I take full responsibility for my actions. I know that I 
embarrassed everyone present.  
 
I am truly sorry I took such an offensive tone of voice in speaking at that 
moment. It was not my intention to humiliate anyone. My own annoyance at 
another matter clouded my judgment. Please forgive me. I hope this 
unfortunate misstep will not jeopardize our relationship, for I remain loyal and 
dedicated to the Marine Corps League.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Stuart P. Blair, PDC, PPL 



























                                                                             
I have attended the following events since our last Department business meeting in May.  
 
Past events:  

- May 16th   Commandant’s Corner.  
- May 18th  Marine Lou Schott Silver Star Presentation Ceremony 
- June 6th Special Meeting between Peacekeepers & First State Detachments 
- June 6th  Patuxent River Detachment Meeting  
- June 10th  Crab Fest 
- June 13th  Commandant’s Corner (Historian and Americanism) 
- June 20th Commandant’s Corner (Newsletter) 
- June 23-24 Mideast Division Conference 
- June 26th  Marine Veteran Sean Wiley Escort Zoom Meeting 
- July 3rd  Marine Veteran Sean Wiley Escort Zoom Meeting 
- July 10th  Marine Veteran Sean Wiley Escort Zoom Meeting 
- July 13th Peacekeepers Detachment Meeting 
- July 18th  Maryland Veterans Commision Meeting w/ Marine Stuart Blair 
- July 27th Commandant’s Corner (Unplugged-National Convention 1st Timers) 
- Aug 1st  Patuxent River Detachment Meeting 
- Aug 13-18 National Convention Oklahoma City 

 
Email Scams: I have not contacted anyone by email requesting you to buy gift cards or any other 
items for COVID relief for members or anyone else. It is an email scam. It is not coming from my 
computer or email account.  
 
Department Bylaw and Administrative Procedures: It was requested that the Department Bylaws 
and Administartion Procedures be reviewed and proposed revisions, ammendments and repeals be 
submitted for review to the Department Board of Trustees. The Administrative Procedures state that all 
proposed revisions, ammendments and repeals be submitted 120 days prior to the the Department 
Convention at which said proposals are to be considerd. Deadline 10 Jan 2024. 

 
Detachments: 

- Communicate with your members!!! 
- Clean up your rosters. Check emails, addresses and phone numbers.  
- Submit death notifications with transmittals. 
- Don’t forget your IRS 990n and Maryland Form 1’s.  
- Submit ROI’s to the Department Adjutant and Paymaster 
- Nominate Members for Department, Mideast, and National awards. 
- Have representation at Department functions. 

 
*** If you or your Detachment does not like the way something is done in the Department it will not 

change unless you attend meetings and seek change. *** 
 

Department of Maryland 
September 9, 2023 

Commandant – Joe Fay 



National Convention: The Department of Maryland had a total of forty members, MCL and MCLA, 
in attendance. Visit the Marine Corps League You Tube page for all the Convention Daily Breifings. 
The Marine Corps League - YouTube 
 There were several National Bylaws and Administrative procedures changes submitted. 
Approximately 20 were approved, 20 rejected and 8 pulled by initiator. See the National Library for 
changes. 

The 100th Anniversary ribbon was approved for Auxiliary wear. All members in good standing 
are authorized to wear the 100th anniversary ribbon with 100 device but without the gold frame. If you 
attended the convention you are authorized to wear the ribbon wih 100 device and the gold frame. 
When wearing the gold frame, ensure the wheat print goes upward.  
(Note: The 100 device is optional wear for all) 
 A job well done by our own Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers, aka Doris and Jerome 
Bujanowski, and NSYNC, aka Tony Rust, Charlie Minton and Jay Hauck, on their performances at the 
“No Talent Talent Show”. They did a great job and allot of money was raised for the children.  
 
National Officers: National Officers were installed in Oklahoma City. 
Commandant – Warren Griffin  Sr. Vice Commandant – TJ Morgan 
Jr. Vice Commadant – Russ Miller  Judge Advocate – David Porter Jr. 
Jr. Past Commandant – Johnny Baker 
Mideast Division NVC – Rick Thomason Mideast Division ANVC – Craig Reeling 
 
Congratulations To: The following Department Members received awards at the Mideast Conference.
 Evelyn Remines – Mideast Division Marine of the Year 

Alison Noger – Mideast Division Associate of the Year 
 
The folowing Department Members received awards at the National Convention. 

Alison Noger – National Associate Member of the Year 
Gerard Devlin – Distinguished Citizen Award (Gold)  
Leonard Stielper - Distinguished Citizen Award (Gold) 
 

Upcoming Events: 
- Sept. 12 @ 1900 – MCL Scuttlebutt – Topic 2023 National Convention After Action 
- Oct. 5-8 Gathering of the Dogs hosted by Midewest Division at the Sheraton Westport Chalet 

Hotel, 191 Westport Plaza, Maryland Heights, MO. 
- November 2023 Department Business Meeting TBD hosted by the Antietam Detachment 
- Feb. 22-24, 2024 National Mid-Winter Conference at the Sheraton Pentagon City, 900 South 

Orme St. Arlington, VA 22204 
- February 2024 Department Business Meeting TBD 
- May 2024 Department Convention atThe Grand Hotel & Spa Ocean City, MD  
- August 12-16, 2024 National Convention at the Westin Rancho Mirage Golf Resort & Spa, 

7133 Dianh Shore Dr. Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joe Fay 
Commandant 
Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 
bigjoe64@yahoo.com 
(301) 247-3830 
 

***INVITE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS TO YOUR EVENTS*** 

https://www.youtube.com/@TheMarineCorpsLeague
mailto:bigjoe64@yahoo.com


MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
Department of Maryland                                                INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 

  
 
Date  9 September 2023 
 
To:   Commandant Joe Fay & Department Membership  
   
Subject: Senior Vice Commandant Report 
 
Since the Department Convention, I have been across the country and also been out of 
our glorious country (on vacation).  We had a successful Convention; big thanks to all 
who helped set up and fundraised!!!  We followed up with hosting the MidEast Division 
staff in Pikesville.  Again, a lot of hard work and good communications made for another 
successful event.  Since that time, I have attended many Detachment Meetings as well 
as attended the 100th National Convention in Oklahoma City. 
 
A reminder continued reminder that last year, we ended up holding our own with funds 
due to a few amazing folks who have dedicated time to creating items for raffles.  This 
year, I propose that we continue to have two big raffle contests: one for each half of the 
fiscal year.  losing a good deal of money on the Department Convention.  This year, we 
have a donated Rifle to raffle off.   
 
Good news, I have secured a contract with the Grand Hotel for the next three years.  
Pretty much everything the same as what happened this year, but our room rates are 
locked into a 5% or less rate hike each year.  So, our Department Convention will be 
held at the Grand Hotel on 21st Street in Ocean City, MD on Mother’s Day weekend for 
May 2024, May 2025, and May 2026!  I will update rates as the year progresses. 
 
Finally, I would like to say thank you to all who have shown faith in me to elect me for 
another term as your Senior Vice Commandant.  I will continue to put forth my best 
effort to ensure that the Department of Maryland stay fiscally sound and, more 
importantly, a fun place to be!  

 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Tony Rust 
Dept. of MD Sr. Vice Commandant 
Sluf@outlook.com 
(240) 538-1588 
 































MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
Department of Maryland                                          INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 
 

 
 
 
9 September 2023 
 
From:  Social Media Chairman, Department of Maryland  
To:  Commandant, Department of Maryland, Marine Corps League 
Cc:  Adjutant, Department of Maryland, Marine Corps League 
 
Subj:  Department Meeting Report – Social Media Chairman 
 
 
Past: 

• Gained access to Department of Maryland Facebook page. 
• Monitored “The Marine Corps League” Facebook page to add any content to Department 

page. 
• Monitored Detachment Facebook pages to add any content to dept page. 
• Shared Detachment posts to Department page to increase overall exposure and 

engagement. 
 
Future: 

• Continue to monitor the National, Department, and Detachment pages for content, 
continued compliance, and increased digital engagement. 

 
 
 
Semper Fidelis, 

Crist Burns Jr. 
Crist Burns Jr. 
Social Media Chairman 
Department of Maryland 
Marine Corps League 



Young Marines Report: 
 
Current YMs: 103 (8 units) 
CY 2023 Community Service Hrs: 1182 
Current Young Marine of the Year: Sr - YM GySgt London Williams, Jr - YM SSgt 
Bladen Wheatley 
Next YMOY Boards: 14 Oct 
CY 2023 Leadership School Graduates: JLS - 4, SLS - 3, ALS - 2 
 
2024 Planning:  
- Back Azimuth Land Navigation Encampment (Feb) 
- Field Meet (June) 
- JLS (June) 
- SLS/ALS (July) 
- Drill and Ceremonies Academy (Aug) 
 

Submited by, 

Rob Willis 







Marine Corps League

Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049
P.O. Box 804

Severn, MD 21144-0804
www.mclaacdet1049.org Facebook: Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049, MCL

Period covered: 25 May 2023 to 9 September 2023

The Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 meets the fourth Monday of every month. The
meetings are held at the Harry L Cooper VFW Post 160, 2597 Dorsey Road, Glen Burnie, MD at
1900.

Installation of Officers

Installation of officers was April 24, 2023
Burton Helmka was elected for the Commandant position.
Installation was done by Dept. of Md. Senior Vice Commandant Charles Rust.Assisting was
District # 3 Vice Commandant Omar Jabr and Crist Burns.
Membership

Life Annual Unpaid
Regular 65 11 2
Associate 10 5 0
Multiple 5
TOTAL 80 members

The detachment continues its attempts to contact and recover every delinquent

Community

Regular meetings held 4th Monday of every month at 1900. Looking at a possible move of
detachment to a new location.

Color Guard
The Color Guard has events on the following dates: 1st. Sunday of November at Tick Neck Park.

Food Loin in December, Pearl Harbor Day on Mountain Road in Pasadena,Md.

Marines Helping Heroes Foundation
The annual golf tournament was a success with over $17,000 dollars raised.This will be

disbursed according to their correct organization.

Eagle Scouts
Detachment #1049 presented 1 Eagle Scout award since 12th of May. Our Eagle Scout coordinator has

stepped away due to family. Commandant will coordinate for now.

http://www.mclaacdet1049.org


Good of the League
Our By-laws and Administration Procedures have been updated . They have been published and waiting

to be voted on. The detachments 3rd fellowship dinner is taking place at Stoney Creek Inn on 22nd of

September at 1800/6:00pm Pasadena Md. Our fund raising is in the works:

1)Bus trip/shopping, Green Dragon Market,Pa. $50 dollars few seats left.

2)Holiday Raffle, Flyers on the table

Membership
Looking at different ways to bring in new members

Young Marines
Our Young Marines are very busy at this time.

1)9th of September food pantry
2)22nd-24th of September encampment at state park.
3)30th of September Fisher House
Also marksmanship training went will with ribbons awarded.

Semper Fidelis
Burton L Helmka

Commandant A.A. County Detachment # 1049



Antietam Detachment, Inc. 
Marine Corps League, # 113 

 P.O. Box 4674  

Hagerstown, Maryland 21742-4674 

DATE: 8 September 2023 
 
FROM: Commandant, Antietam Detachment, #113, 
TO: Commandant, Department of Maryland, 
 
SUBJ: Quarterly Department of Maryland Report – 11 February 2023 

MEMBERSHIP 

Strength – 51 Paid Life Members – 26 Unpaid – 0  

SICK, DISTRESSED & DECEASED 

None 

EVENTS 

Set up Hat and Shirt booth for Leitersberg Ruritan Peach Festival. 
Today setting up Hat and Shirt booth for airshow at airport. Antietam Detachment was invited to 
participate after organizers saw Antietam Detachment color guard at another community event. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Presented colors at Hagerstown Community College for five military concerts. 
Presented colors for Leitersberg Ruritan Peach Festival. 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

No Eagle Scout awards this quarter. 

VETERANS SERVICES 

Honor guard performed twelve funerals. 
Honor guard performed one ceremony. 
Hosted stop for Sean Wiley escort as his remains were returned home.  

TOYS FOR TOTS PROGRAM STATUS 

Made donation to T4Ts to support fundraiser. 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE 

Will be holding a picnic for Marines and detachment members next weekend. 

Report duly submitted: 

Jeffery S. Mangum 
Commandant 
Antietam Detachment, #113 
Department Of Maryland 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 







MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
Corporal Pete Arnold Detachment 1198                  INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 
 

P.O. Box 1011 ▪ Bel Air, Maryland 21014   ▪   HarfordCountyMarines.org   ▪ Tax ID: 20-2445998 

 
 
 
9 September 2023 
 
From:  Commandant, Corporal Pete Arnold Detachment 1198  
To:  Commandant, Department of Maryland, Marine Corps League 
Cc:  Adjutant, Department of Maryland, Marine Corps League 
 
Subj:  Department Meeting Report – Corporal Pete Arnold Detachment 1198 
 
 
Membership 

• See National Roster 
 
Past Events 

• 20 May: Armed Forces Day Event at Mission BBQ 
• 29 May: Memorial Day Events 
• June, August, September: First Fridays in Bel Air & Havre de Grace 
• 23-25 June: Mideast Division Conference in Pikesville, MD 
• 2 July: 4th of July Parade in Havre de Grace 
• 4 July: 4th of July Parade in Bel Air 
• 5 August: Detachment Picnic @ Jarrettsville VFW 
• 14-18 August: MCL National Convention in Oklahoma City, OK 
• 2 September: Baltimore County Fish & Game Gun Show in Carney 
 
Upcoming Events 

• 10 September: Color Guard for Aberdeen IronBirds game in Aberdeen  
• 23 September: Harford County Wine Festival in Bel Air 
• 6 October: First Fridays in Bel Air & Havre de Grace 
• 7 October: Bull & Oyster Roast at Jarrettsville VFW 
• 7-8 October: Timonium Gun Show 
• 13-14 October: MD BBQ Bash in Bel Air 
• 13-15 October: Bel Air American Legion Gun Show 
• 10 November: First Capital Detachment #521 248th USMC Birthday Ball in York, PA 
• October, November, December: Toys for Tots 
 
 
Semper Fidelis, 

Leonard F. Stielper Jr. 
Leonard F. Stielper Jr. 
Commandant 







 
 

Peacekeepers Detachment 1492 
P.O. Box 1942 –Ocean Pines, MD 21811 

 
Commandants Quarterly Report 

September 2023 
 

 
 
Membership 
 

Paid Members:  29 
Paid Life Members:  11 
Total Paid: 37 
Total Membership:  40 
Members Delinquent:  15 
Deceased Members in 2023: 0 
Membership Goals: Membership recruitment and enhance detachment activities 
 

Detachment Programs: 
 

 Toys for Tots –The Peacekeepers Detachment will be working with community members of 
Ocean Pines this year. We hope the get our own program going in the 2024 season. 
 

 Eagle Scout Program – Our Eagle Scout Good Citizenship recognition program is just getting 
started. Nothing to report at this time.   

  
 Community and Veterans Organization Service – A number of our detachment members 

continue to serve in various volunteer capacities in the community and with other Veteran service 
organizations.  

 
 

 Junior ROTC Scholarships –Nothing to report at this time 
 

Marine Corps League Activities 
 

 Color Guard – No ceremonies since last report  
 
 Funerals – See community Service 

 
 Parades - None 

 
 Awards – Eagle Scout Good Citizenship - None 

 



 
 

 
 

 Veterans Programs – Marine for Life program and the POW / MIA flag is prominently 
displayed at each detachment meeting. 

 
Detachment Activities   

 
 The Peacekeepers Detachment has been getting out into our community, doing Public 

Relations & Recruiting. Our area now is the Ocean Pines Farmers Market, and can be 
viewed on our Facebook Page. 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093184459764 

 
 The Peacekeepers Detachment was at the Ocean Pines Chamber of Commerce Car & 

Jeep Show on Sept 2nd. The Detachment Sr.Vice. Marine Daddezio & Jr. Vice. John 
Whitehead recruited 6 new members at the event. This event can also be viewed on the 
Detachment’s Facebook Page. 

 
 The Peacekeepers Detachment, on 29 August 2023, started an unofficial morning 

meeting that we call the “Morning Coffee Meeting” or MCM. These impromptu meetings 
are held at 0900 hrs. on the 4nd Tuesday of every month at Abi’s Diner in Ocean Pines. 
This event is open to all members. Discussions allow members to discuss any subject 
or issue that came up at a Monthly meeting as well as upcoming events, in an open 
setting and with no time restraints.  

 
 This is also a great way for our new members to get to know and interact with standing 

members. All MCL members are welcome to join us. 
 

 
Detachment Goals –  
 
Our primary goal is to serve our Marines, Veterans and our Community. As always, continue to 
maintain retention and recruitment of new members.   
 
All of our detachment filings are in order and up to date. 
 
Respectfully submitted on this date, 5th day of September 2023 

 
 
John Daddezio. 
Commandant 
Diamond State, Detachment 704 
 













                         
Department Meeting 9/9/2023 

Jarrettsville, MD 
4th District Vice Commandant  

Paul ‘DOC’ Gunther 
 

Since our last meeting I have been trying to contact the Carroll County Detachment with no avail.  
Finally Commandant Fay was able to contact one of their members and instructed them to comply 
with orders of having Officer Installation etc or risk being suspended, rather on the evening of the 6th 
Sept 2023 I drove up to their meeting at the American Legion Hall in Westminster where they were 
having their meeting (already in progress) when I went in at 7pm, they were rapping up and getting 
ready to leave.  They voted to surrender their Charter versus being suspended, I took possession of 
said charter, several transmittals for members to go to MAL list and sum of monies.  I have turned all 
the above over to Dept Commandant Fay. 
 
On Labor Day 04 Sept  2023 the Sgt Hettchen Detachment had a booth at the Kensington Labor Day 
Parade and talked with several people about the Detachment and what we do and received 
donations for various items, challenge coins and key chains made by Associate Member Kim Potter. 
 
Attended the National Convention in Oklahoma City, OK last month and observed PDD Wayne Miller 
receive his PDD along with PDD’s Lee and Tabler from LCPL Deane Detachment.   
 
This concludes my report. 
 
Semper Fidelis 
 
PDD Paul Doc Gunther 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TO: COMMANDANT 
       DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 
       MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
 
FROM: JEFF ROBINETTE 
             District 5 Vice Commandant 
  Department of Maryland 
 
SUBJECT: September Quarterly Report      9 September 2023 
 
Recent Activities 
 Memorial Day Observance at the Rocky Gap Veteran’s Cemetery 29 May 2023 
 Mid-East Conference  Baltimore MD 23-24 2023 
 LCPL Sean Wiley Escort 29 July 2023  
 

1) Worked extensively with the Mountainside Marines Detachment #1071 to assist them in 
keeping their Detachment viable and in  good standing. This is an ongoing and difficult 
process. Progress in this activity is challenging to quantify.  Mountainside has held at least 
one Meeting since their Straw Vote to close the Detachment  of 10 August 2022. The 
Mountainside Commandant has been contacted by me on several occasions ( MFRs were 
written). He has also contacted the Department Paymaster for guidance on completing their 
IRS 990, MD Form 1,  MD COR 92, and their current Report of Installation. I have advised 
them that that I would assist them in this process.  

2) Worked the LCPL Sean Wiley and coordinated support for this solemn event. This support 
included working with the Department of GA Judge Advocate Alton Coleman, the Clay 
County Sherrif’s Department, the Marylan State Police, the Hagerstown Herald Mail, and the 
Department Commandants for NC, VA, MD, PA and NY. The Antietam Detachment was 
instrumental in the success of this operation. LCPL Wiley was hiking home from Camp Lejune 
NC, following his Discharge from the Marine Corps, on the Appalachian Trail. In April of 2022 
e went missing along the trail. His remains were found by a Deer Hunter 1 mile off of the trail 
in November 2022. He was not positively Identified until February 2023. Following a criminal 
investigation, it was determined that his death was due to natural causes. His remains were 
transported home by an Escorted Motorcade. Our mission was to set up a much-needed  
brief Pit Stop for the Motorcade. LCPL Wiley was  escorted by 68 riders for the Combat 
Veterans Association. The Antietam Detachment provided logistical support for the escort 
party. We would be remiss if we did not thank the Hagerstown Barracks of the Maryland State  
for their professionalism in providing a Police Escort for this somber event. 

JEFF ROBINETTE 
District 5 Vice Commandant 
jeffdrob@hotmail.com 
(301) 697-8314 

mailto:jeffdrob@hotmail.com


3) LCPL Wiley wrote his own Eulogy for his funeral. He did not speak of his accomplishments 
but rather a personal failure. He knew that one of his brother Marines suffered from significant 
PTSD. While he did try to keep in touch with him, he did not contact him at that most difficult 
of times. His friend, his brother Marine ended his pain by suicide. He spoke of the need fr all 
of us to keep in contact with our brother veterans. 

4) At the Department of Maryland Convention and the Mideast Conference I raffled off two 
bottles of Bourbon; a bottle of Four Roses Small Batch Select at the Convention  and a Bottle 
of Jefferson’s Ocean for Mid-East. We were able to raise $520 for Lenny’s FreedomFest at 
the Convention and $600 for the Department at Mideast. 

 
Future Events: 

 
Sharpsburg MD Veteran’s Parade 11 November 
Veteran’s Day Observance  Rocky Gap Veteran’s Cemetery 
USMC Birthday Party Antietam Detachment 18 November 
 
 

Sincerely 
 

Jeff Robinette 
 
Jeff Robinette 
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